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and slept under any shed or hovel he met with, as contented as if he was in the palace of a king.
JSaadie,1 the Persian poet, was, during the latter years of his life, a Saalik Soofie of the most perfect kind. Many of the inspirations of his pen, however, were written in that part of his life which was devoted to the world and its enjoyments ; yet most of these indicate purity of thought in a remarkable degree. Saadie's life was subject to the most extraordinary vicissitudes ; he possessed an independent mind, scorning every allurement of wealth which might tend to shackle his principles. He is said to have repeatedly rejected offers of patronage and pecuniary assistance from many noblemen, whilst he still loved the world's enticements, declaring he never could submit to confine himself to attendance5: on an earthly master for any lengthened period. His wit, pleasing deportment, and polite manners, together with the amiable qualities of his heart, rendered him a general favourite, and they who could boast most intimacy with Saadie were the most honoured by the world ; for, though but the poor Saadie, he shed a lustre over the assemblies of the great and noble in birth or station, by his brilliant mind.
The ^Gpolisitaun.'2 of Saadie has been so often eulogized, as to render it unnecessary for me to add a single word in commendation of its style and morality ; but I will here take leave to insert an anecdote translated for me by my husband, in allusion to the incident which prompted Saadie to write that work, under the title of * Goolistaun ' (Garden of Roses). I will also here remark, that in the principal cities of Persia, the Mussulmauns of that age were not equally rigid in their observance of the law interdicting the use of fermented liquors, as are those of the present day in Hindoostaim. Many young men among the higher orders indulged freely in the * life-inspiring draught', as they were wont to call the juice of the grape.
1 Shiraaz was the abode and the presumptive birth-place
of Saadie.   In his early years he was led by a love of society
to depart from the rigid customs of his forefathers, and with
the wild youth of his acquaintance to indulge freely in nightly
1 See p. 255.                2 Ouliatan.
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